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fier Edward M. Esber Jr. gave & boastful speech at an

industry conference carlier this yenr, & computer news-
letter wocused him of “swaggering” and behaving like “the
General Patton of the PC saftware industry.” Esbor, the 25

| year-ald chief exceutive of Ashton-Tate, didn't par-
ticularly like the comparison. But he acknowledges
that there = an alement of truth In 1 He likes &0
show up at office partics in & World War 1T gonor-
al's uniform. Claims Esber: "I've got the rght mix
af hl.|r|1.|||.1._'.' sl B,

Kow he's homing in on the Fight mix of products.
Last year, the Torrance (Calif} company's profits
soared £55%, to 342 million on sales of 3387 milllon—
| largely from its industry-lending dotn-base manage-
ment program, dBase. Yet severnl pooely designed
prr.uil.'cts had begun o damage Ashton-Tate's in
age, and Ezber had not introdeced & new version af
dBaze since 1995 Analysts were getting worried.
But this February Esbeér finally anvelled the next
peneration. dBsee TV

Many think the mew program was worlh the
wail: dBase [V operates 10 times faster than its
predecessor and allows 4 string of personal oom-
puters to be linked imto a dulasharing network,
Thet's crucisl, a5 it will make office duts manape-
mént far more efficient. Save Hahar Gidwand, an
analyet with Kidder, Peabody & Ca; “Esber has
inally piven the markel what it wanis,”

= Hie plan = to booat AshtonTnic's G0
share of the PC data-base market with & gutsy
pricmg strategy dimed ot quickly establishing the
procuet. The vastly supeeloe dBase 1V will sell for
T, That's only $100 more thun dBase (11 Plus—
and owners of that program will bé ahde to upgrude
for £30. But Esber promines that his morgins will
hold. "I'm not Crazy Bddse,” he says. "I don't eut
| [Jl.'i't!:l oo far.

(rther nirw moves should strengthen kis hand. He
retently wimed eompatitor Mirmsalt Lorp. o dis
nbate & |rm-|:|r.r|:'1 called QL Server, which will stan
danrdize the war data = retrieved from fls The
enginesr and Hurvard i also has lured several
top data-base saftware developers Lo create most of
Ashton-Tste's miew products m-houase, One nolable
reTuil omputer Moahe Fioof wha wrote an
mjpemiously simple file-retricval  program  ealled

Ashton=-Tote s CED "has
l'l'rlnlh_.r given tha morkat whal
it wants' with the fost and

flexible new dBoss IV saftware
for PCs. Mow Esber has
ordered majer improvemants

in othar key products

Query by Example at Internstiona] Bosiness Msckines Corp.
And Esher has ordered major improvements of Ashton-Tate's
word processing, graphics, and filing producis
Yot at the same Lime, competibors such as Oracle Systemsa
Corp, and Cuflinet Software Int. are xerolng in on his data-
biss management niche. Even (88 i hinting that it has @ dots-
base prodoct in the works for PCs and larper mochines, Now
Egber ia hatching his own plans: He wants to move Adhton
Tate beyond its PC base into minicomputbers nnd manframes,
and ke khas booated reeareh and devvalopment spending 1195 to
halp. Its & risky strategy, but then nobedy expects a Woeld
War I genernl to back AWy from a challenge
By Pafrick £ Cole dn Torrauce, Cally



